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1st – 3rd Paragraphs: Peer Editing Checklist

Writer: If using an electronic copy, pull up a clean copy (not the original) of the draft. 
Write: “Suggestions:” at the bottom of the page. Your editors will provide more feedback in this area. They will also be highlighting on your document. 

Editor: Use the following checklist to help you evaluate your peer’s writing. In addition to this checklist, you must offer 2 constructive suggestions and point out two areas of strength. Write these suggestions underneath the “Suggestions:” section on the essay. 
Writer’s Name _____________________________  Editor 1 ____________________________

1. Thesis: Can you identify the main idea or thesis in this essay?  Yes/No 
a. How (Literary Technique/Device)___________________________________________________

b. What (Specific Content) __________________________________________________________

c. So What (Universal Idea/Theme)________________________________________________
d. Is the so what interesting and unique? Why/Why not?

2. Clarity/Organization: 
a. Is the writing clear and understandable?  Yes/No Are there unclear parts of the essay?  
i. If so, underline them and put a question mark next to the passage. If using an electronic copy – highlight the area in yellow. 
b. Does the essay have a clearly organized middle section, with ideas separated into paragraphs?  Yes/No
c. BTS: Does each paragraph begin with a body thesis statement?  Yes/No

i. Does each BTS read like a mini-thesis (Lit device, Content, Portion of the so what)? Why or why not?


d. Concluding Sentences: Does each paragraph end with a concluding sentence, summarizing the argument of the paragraph, preparing for the next paragraph? Yes/No

3. Word Choice: Does the essay contain persuasive language and strong vocabulary?  Yes/No
a. If the essay contains little persuasive language, circle 10 nouns, verbs, or adjectives that you think could be changed for stronger words. If using an electronic copy, highlight these words in blue. 
4. Evidence/Lead-ins: 

a. Does the essay contain strong evidence to support the so what?  Yes/No
b. Is the evidence cited correctly? “Quote” (33). Yes/No

c. Does each quote have a contextual lead-in? Yes/No
d. Does the context before each quote help the reader understand necessary background information for the quote? (Think: if I hadn’t read the book, what would I need to know?) Yes/No
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