7th Period – Literature & Composition 2017
_____________________________________________________________________
Jordan Havlin Swartz
Email: havlinswartzj@issaquah.wednet.edu
Office: 2410C
“Success is not final, failure is not fatal; it is the courage to continue that counts.”  - Winston Churchill 





Course Description: 
This semester course will guide you through content related to literary analysis, literary tradition, and composition of various genres of writing. For this course there will be no grade assigned at the end of the semester, but rather the achievement of credit for any of the language arts classes that credit has been lost. 

Ultimately it will be up to the student to decide whether they want to make up their missing LA credit, or not.  

Student Expectations/Participation:
Behavior: The rules and guidelines of the class are simple. Respect each other, respect yourself, respect the teacher and respect the classroom. This includes not only the individual bodies, but also their ideas. 

Student misbehavior will not be tolerated during class. You will first be given a warning and if misbehavior continues parents will be contacted and if need be an administration referral will be processed. In order to be successful in this class you must participate and be actively engaged. This means not only showing up and being prepared for class, but also engaging with class discussions and activities. Using appropriate language in verbal and written communication is also an expectation for all students. Make good decisions. 

Class materials: Students will be expected to keep a composition notebook for the course that will contain all of their notes and assignments. Do not lose or misplace these. It is required you have them every day in class. Please bring preferred pens or pencils and planner as well. 

Website: Students are expected to check the 7th period website regularly for homework. 

Electronic Devices: Quietly listening to music is permitted only when doing individual work and teacher agrees. If it becomes a distraction, you lose the privilege. 


Grading:  
To pass the class, students must achieve a 70% in the grade book.  Grades will be broken down into four different categories.
1. Daily Attendance  —25%
Regular and engaged attendance is a requirement.  Each class session will be worth a maximum of 10 points.  Unexcused Absences will result in a 0 for the day, and unverified excused absences will result in a 5/10.  Tardiness of less than 15 minutes will result in an 8/10.    
2. Daily Class Work  —20%
Class sessions will consist of many different activities including: reading, speaking, discussions, acting, writing, answering prompts and other projects.
3. Homework             —30%
Students will routinely have reading homework (either on ActivelyLearn.com or from a novel), as well as various other types of written homework.  It is vital these be completed to best participate in class.  
4. End of Unit Assessments (Culminating)   —25% 
Just like other courses at Skyline, this class will feature regular assessments so that students can demonstrate progress towards learning targets and standards.  

Meeting Times: 
Class will regular meet on Mondays (2:25 – 4:30), Wednesdays (3:45 – 4:30), and Optional Thursday. Some days you may be released early from class (ex. You have finished your work for the day, you can go home). Please let Ms. Havlin know if you have transportation issues in advance of class. You must communicate with Ms. Havlin in advance if you know you will be absent. 

You must attend Thursday’s class if:
1. You were absent Monday or Wednesday
2. You have more than one missing assignment
3. You know complete work at home just doesn’t happen and you want a quiet place to complete work.   

An electronic copy of the syllabus is located on Ms. Havlin’s website for future reference. 

Please sign and date to acknowledge understanding and compliance with the course syllabus. 

Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________      Date ____________________
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