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Literature Circles Planning Calendar 

Our Novel is _____________________________ by ______________________
Group Members AND Emails:
1. ________________________________/ ____________________________________________________
1. ________________________________/____________________________________________________
1. ________________________________/____________________________________________________
1. ________________________________/ ____________________________________________________

Group Planning: Your group will need at least 6 book meetings and they must be distributed evenly. Each time you meet, divide the jobs. You should change jobs each meeting. Decide as a group, based on your schedules and the chapters in the book, the best way to divide your time. 
Absence Policy: If you know you will miss a meeting – you must email group members your work portion (cc Ms. Havlin). If you are absent, you will need to provide the work for a stamp upon your return AND present both at the next meeting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment: 6 stamps (on stamp sheet). Packet submitted at the end (1/2 credit for late work). Group Presentation goes into culminating. 
[image: C:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\MEDIA\CAGCAT10\j0299125.wmf]         
This presentation is considered one of the final culminating pieces of the school year. As such, I should see all group members’ commitment to the presentation excellence (body language, eye contact, visual aid organization, etc). I do not want to see a basic PowerPoint presentation with a quiz at the end – I want you to engage, entertain, and teach. You are extending what we’ve already learned in class and connecting your novel. I ultimately want to celebrate your accomplishments as presenters this year and have a fun time while doing it  
ENGAGING. You have visual aids and creative elements that help bring the book alive. You have selected activities to engage, encourage, and challenge your peers in learning.  Bring it beyond a basic lecture and/or just a quick quiz. I should not see a repeat of activities used regularly in class –I want to see something new. Get out of your comfort zone – take some risks 
ILLUMINATING. Helping your peers make connections beyond class – developing theme & symbols. Modeling excellent analysis. Making the audience feel a part of your novel.
PROFESSIONAL. Commitment to a “look”. Prepared note cards or memorized. You work together as a group to meet goals.  Structure is easy to follow and visual aids are helpful and easy to understand/read. Every group member is involved and speaking equally. 


Names _________________________________________________________________________    Novel _____________________   
	Category
	10 - Exceeds Standard
	8- Standard
	7– Approach Standard
	5 – Does not meet Standard

	Engagement (x2)
	CREATIVE! Illuminates the text, audience is almost always engaged. 
	Going beyond a discussion, lecture, or quiz. 
	Audience mostly engaged. Similar to lecture style. Attempt to engage. 
	Lecture format. Simple discussion. 

	Visual Aids
	Thoroughly aids in learning. Both pieces support understanding. NO BLOCK TEXT. Easily readable. Great design.
	Presentation structure piece, creative element piece. NO BLOCK TEXT. Readable. Good design.
	Missing an element. Shown but not thoroughly used to support learning. Hard to read one of the visual aids. Some longer sentences. Could use some work on design. 
	Do not connect to presentation. Does not support learning. BLOCK TEXT!! Hard to read in places. Design needs much work. 

	Text Analysis
	Book comes alive! Themes are demonstrated, symbols are shown, summary is engaging and not dry. Connection of elements is superb. Connection to class is strong.


	General knowledge of the book is presented. Obvious all group members read the book.  Themes/symbols are explained. Summary is read. Connection of elements is present. Connection to class is present.
	Basic summary, does not fully help audience understand novel. Theme and symbol mentioned.  Somewhat unconnected. Connection to class weak.
	Connections are not clear. Missing a mention of symbol or theme.  Summary weak. Connection to class missing. 

	Professionalism

	Business attire/costumes from all members. Seamless transitions. Well rehearsed. Memorized by all members. Superb organization.
	Some business attire/costumes. 
Note cards and/or some memorization. Practiced timing of presentation. Well organized.
	Some members missing note cards. Could use more practice. Organization could use another look. No commitment to attire. 
	Reading from slides from any member. Somewhat unorganized. Hard to follow. Almost all members missing note cards. 

	Historical Connection
	Strong connection and explanation. Connects and supports text analysis. 
	Connection present, some more explanation needed. Somewhat connected to the text analysis. 
	Connection attempted, explanation vague. 
	Connection briefly mentioned .





Name_____________________________________   Book______________________________________________
Meeting # ____________		Pages ________ to __________

 (
Summarizer
)
Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today’s reading. Your group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute statement that covers the key point, main highlights, and general idea of today’s reading assignment. 
Summary:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Points:
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (
Discussion Director
)


Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the book. Don’t worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and share their reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read. You can list them below during or after your reading. You may also use some of the general questions below to develop topics for your group.
Possible discussion questions or topics for today:
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Sample Questions ( Don’t just copy these questions. You specify areas of focus… these are really to get you thinking  )
· What was going through your mind while you read this? How did you feel while reading this part of the book?
· What was discussed in this section of the book? Did today’s reading remind you of any real-life experiences? 
· What questions did you have when you finished this section? Did anything in this section of the book surprise you?
· What are the one or two most important ideas? What are some things you think will be talked about next?

 (
Connector
)
Your job is to find connections between the book your group is reading and the world outside. This means connecting the reading to your own life, happenings at school or in the community, similar events at other times and places, or other people or problems that this book brings to mind. You might also see connections between this book and other writings on the same topic or other writings by the same author. There are no right answers here. Whatever the reading connects you with is worth sharing! 
Some connections I found between this reading and other people, places, events, authors:
1. 

2. 


3. 


4. 




End of Meeting Reflections:

1.  Topic to be carried over to the next session: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Goals for next meeting _____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________


Summarizer

Name______________________________________   Book____________________________________________________________
Meeting Date______________________		Assignment Pages_________to________

Summarizer: Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today’s reading. Your group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute statement that covers the key point, main highlights, and general idea of today’s reading assignment. 
Summary:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Key Points:
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Connections: What did today’s reading remind you of?




Topic to be carried over to the next session: _________________________________________________________
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________





Discussion Director
Name______________________________________   Book____________________________________________________________
Meeting Date______________________		Assignment Pages_________to________
Discussion Director: Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the book. Don’t worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and share their reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read. You can list them below during or after your reading. You may also use some of the general questions below to develop topics for your group.
Possible discussion questions or topics for today:
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Sample Questions ( Don’t just copy these questions. You specify areas of focus… these are really to get you thinking  )
· What was going through your mind while you read this?
· How did you feel while reading this part of the book?
· What was discussed in this section of the book?
· Can someone summarize briefly?
· Did today’s reading remind you of any real-life experiences?
· What questions did you have when you finished this section?
· Did anything in this section of the book surprise you?
· What are the one or two most important ideas?
· What are some things you think will be talked about next?

Topic to be carried over to the next session: _________________________________________________________

Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________

Connector
Name______________________________________   Book____________________________________________________________
Meeting Date______________________		Assignment Pages_________to________
Connector: Your job is to find connections between the book your group is reading and the world outside. This means connecting the reading to your own life, happenings at school or in the community, similar events at other times and places, or other people or problems that this book brings to mind. You might also see connections between this book and other writings on the same topic or other writings by the same author. There are no right answers here. Whatever the reading connects you with is worth sharing! 
Some connections I found between this reading and other people, places, events, authors:
1. 


2. 



3. 


4. 





Topic to be carried over to the next session: _________________________________________________________

Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________

Vocabulary Enricher

Name______________________________________   Book____________________________________________________________
Meeting Date______________________		Assignment Pages_________to________
Vocabulary Enricher: Your job is to be on the lookout for a few especially important words in today’s reading. If you find words that are puzzling or unfamiliar, mark them while you are reading and then later jot down their definition, either from a dictionary or from some other source. You may also run across familiar words that stand out somehow in the reading – words that are repeated a lot, are used in an unusual way, or provide a key to the meaning of the text. Mark these special words, and be ready to point them out to the group. When your circle meets, help members find and discuss these words. 
	Page No. & Paragraph
	Word
	Definition

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	

	
	

	

	
	


*Choose one vocabulary word, and below complete a vocabulary illustration for that word.  Write the word, draw an illustration that best represents that word and use the word in context.
	






Topic to be carried over to the next session: _____________________________________________________________________
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________
Summarizer

Name______________________________________   Book____________________________________________________________
Meeting Date______________________		Assignment Pages_________to________

Summarizer: Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today’s reading. Your group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute statement that covers the key point, main highlights, and general idea of today’s reading assignment. 
Summary:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Key Points:
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Connections: What did today’s reading remind you of?




Topic to be carried over to the next session: _________________________________________________________
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________





Discussion Director
Name______________________________________   Book____________________________________________________________
Meeting Date______________________		Assignment Pages_________to________
Discussion Director: Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the book. Don’t worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and share their reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read. You can list them below during or after your reading. You may also use some of the general questions below to develop topics for your group.
Possible discussion questions or topics for today:
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Sample Questions ( Don’t just copy these questions. You specify areas of focus… these are really to get you thinking  )
· What was going through your mind while you read this?
· How did you feel while reading this part of the book?
· What was discussed in this section of the book?
· Can someone summarize briefly?
· Did today’s reading remind you of any real-life experiences?
· What questions did you have when you finished this section?
· Did anything in this section of the book surprise you?
· What are the one or two most important ideas?
· What are some things you think will be talked about next?

Topic to be carried over to the next session: _________________________________________________________

Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________

Connector
Name______________________________________   Book____________________________________________________________
Meeting Date______________________		Assignment Pages_________to________
Connector: Your job is to find connections between the book your group is reading and the world outside. This means connecting the reading to your own life, happenings at school or in the community, similar events at other times and places, or other people or problems that this book brings to mind. You might also see connections between this book and other writings on the same topic or other writings by the same author. There are no right answers here. Whatever the reading connects you with is worth sharing! 
Some connections I found between this reading and other people, places, events, authors:
1. 


2. 



3. 


4. 





Topic to be carried over to the next session: _________________________________________________________

Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________

Vocabulary Enricher

Name______________________________________   Book____________________________________________________________
Meeting Date______________________		Assignment Pages_________to________
Vocabulary Enricher: Your job is to be on the lookout for a few especially important words in today’s reading. If you find words that are puzzling or unfamiliar, mark them while you are reading and then later jot down their definition, either from a dictionary or from some other source. You may also run across familiar words that stand out somehow in the reading – words that are repeated a lot, are used in an unusual way, or provide a key to the meaning of the text. Mark these special words, and be ready to point them out to the group. When your circle meets, help members find and discuss these words. 
	Page No. & Paragraph
	Word
	Definition

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	


	

	
	

	

	
	


*Choose one vocabulary word, and below complete a vocabulary illustration for that word.  Write the word, draw an illustration that best represents that word and use the word in context.
	






Topic to be carried over to the next session: _____________________________________________________________________
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________
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This presentation is considered one of the final culminating pieces of your presentation skills. As such, I should see all group members’ commitment to the presentation excellence we’ve been working on all year (body language, eye contact, visual aid organization, etc). The rubric is vague for a reason – I want to see your creativity and team work. I do not want to see a basic PowerPoint presentation with a quiz at the end – I want you to engage, entertain, and teach. I ultimately want to celebrate your accomplishments as presenters this year and have a fun time while doing it  Make note that I have amped up the grading and added some new, specific language to the rubric. 
ENGAGING. You have visual aids and creative elements which help bring the book alive. You have selected activities to engage, encourage, and challenge your peers in learning.  Bring it beyond a basic lecture and/or just a quick quiz. I should not see a repeat of activities used regularly in class –I want to see something new. Get out of your comfort zone – take some risks 
ILLUMINATING. Helping your peers make connections beyond class – developing theme & symbols. Modeling excellent analysis. Making the audience feel a part of your novel.
PROFESSIONAL. Commitment to a “look”. Prepared note cards or memorized. You work together as a group to meet goals.  Structure is easy to follow and visual aids are helpful and easy to understand/read. Every group member is involved and speaking equally. 

Names _________________________________________________________________________    Novel _____________________   

	Category
	10 - Exceeds Standard
	8- Standard
	7– Approaching Standard
	5 – Does not meet Standard

	Engagement (x2)
	CREATIVE! Illuminates the text, audience is almost always engaged. The group has “sold” the book to us.
	Going beyond a discussion, lecture, or quiz. 
	Audience mostly engaged. Similar to lecture style. Attempt to engage. 
	Lecture format. Simple discussion. 

	Visual Aids
	Thoroughly aids in learning. Both pieces support understanding. NO BLOCK TEXT. Easily readable. Great design.
	Presentation structure piece, creative element piece. NO BLOCK TEXT. Readable. Good design.
	Missing an element. Shown but not thoroughly used to support learning. Hard to read one of the visual aids. Some longer sentences. Could use some work on design. 
	Do not connect to presentation. Does not support learning. BLOCK TEXT!! Hard to read in places. Design needs much work. 

	Text Analysis
	Book comes alive! Themes are demonstrated, symbols are shown, summary is engaging and not dry. Connection of elements is superb. Connection to class is strong.


	General knowledge of the book is presented. Obvious all group members read the book.  Themes/symbols are explained. Summary is read. Connection of elements is present. Connection to class is present.
	Basic summary, does not fully help audience understand novel. Theme and symbol mentioned.  Somewhat unconnected. Connection to class weak.
	Connections are not clear. Missing a mention of symbol or theme.  Summary weak. Connection to class missing. 

	Professionalism

	Business attire/costumes from all members. Seamless transitions. Well rehearsed. Memorized by all members. Superb organization.
	Some business attire/costumes. 
Note cards and/or some memorization. Practiced timing of presentation. Well organized.
	Some members missing note cards. Could use more practice. Organization could use another look. No commitment to attire. 
	Reading from slides from any member. Somewhat unorganized. Hard to follow. Almost all members missing note cards. 
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