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Crucible Packet 2016
Ms. Havlin, American Literature 
Major Assessments of Learning: 
Packet work, reading quizes (one per Act), multiple choice & short answer test, creative project
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FEAR AND PARANOIA

WITCHES, PREJUDICES

REPUTATION
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EXAMPLE 1

Reverend Hale's appearance in Salem was not a
precursor to the hysteria, fear, and paranoia. However,
the scrutiny he placed everyone under enhanced the
fearful feelings of the community.

EXAMPLE 2

The real cause of the fear and paranoia comes from
Abigail and the other young girls. To avoid punishment
for dancing in the woods, drinking blood, and
engaging in magic, they begin accusing everyone else.
By being the accusers, not one is looking at them.

One victim accused of with witchcraft is Giles Corey.
Like Proctor, he tries to explain to the court that many
of the accusations are motivated by a neighbor's
greed. Inevitably, he is charged with witchcraft and
dies by having large stones placed on top of him.
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Throughout the play, Reverend Parris seems more
concerned with his reputation than with what is
happening in his parish. He is repeatedly accused of
being greedy, yet does nothing to disprove this notion.

Another member of the Salem community subjected to
extreme prejudice is Rebecca Nurse. Although she is a
model Christian, she is accused of witchcraft. With her
incarceration, it makes Reverend Hale and the others
look more closely at the fairness of the trials.

Conversely, Proctor's reputation is of little importance
to him thourghout the play. Time and time again, he
casts aside the rumors and lies of others. In the end,

he martyrs himself. He would rather die than tell
another lie, making him the last moral character.
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A group of young girls were dancing and doing voodoo in
the woods. To save themselves from being punished, the
girls claim that they know others in the town who have
signed the devil's black book. The minister decides that he
should call Reverend Hale, a witchcraft expert.
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TEXT REFERENCE

In “The Crucible", anyone who was brought to trial was
expected to plead guilty and give the names of other
witches. If they did, they were allowed to live. This lead
‘to many false accusations.
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ALLEGORICAL

During the 1950s McCarthy Trials, the accused were

assumed guilty, put on trial, and expected to give the

names of other communists in America. Failure to do

50 led to imprisonment , fines, and other sentences
which ruined careers and lives.
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VOCABULARY IN "THE
CRUCIBLE"
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Traits:

17 years old
“Reverend Parris's niece

“Use to work at the Proctors house
“Hed an affair with John Proctor
“Controls the other girls

Reputation : Reputation: ion : Reputation:

Abigails reputation was tarnished
When she was dismissed from the
Proctor's service. Although, no one.
knows why, they suspect something.
When she begins to accuse people,
she is seen as deceptive.

Accuser or Accused: Accuser or Accused: Accuser or Accused: Accuser or Accused:

Abigail is the prime accuser in "The
Crucible. It started when she was.
caught trying to put a spell on Goody
Proctor. When she realized that she
could gain from giving up names, she
did not hold back.
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Reputation : A Reputation: Reputation:
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