oIl
\l “ LEARNING the L we
'H i of LITERATURE LEARNING\}

Romantic Movements Across
Europe

German Romanticism You may want
to further explain the concept of the

Objectives
* identify the characteristics of
Romantic writing

* compare the values of Romantic Have you ever i ‘
writers with those of neoclassical by theypower O?Zf;:ost?;ﬁ leed Revolt Agajnst, : tic Movements Across Europe Romantic hero. Tell students that
writers expressed in a literary work? Neoc] ASSicicn: b manticism Romanticism in Germany In addition to Wordsworth and Coleridge, poets Romantic heroes are rebellious, moody
* understand the history of ' Maybe yowve tried to convey Romantic v _CIS l 45 @ Series of separate movements, William Blake, Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, figures of great passion and strong will.
Romanticism in Germany, England, your own feelings in a poem or i i e defining characteristics of German and John Keats dominated the English Romantic In Goethe’s novel, Werther is hopelessly
and France, and identify major story. Writing that emphasizes m first appearcd in the late-18th- movement. These poets deliberately chose in love and ultimately destroyed by his |
‘ Romantic writers in these countries the expression of intense ™. While the neqgjygg {poyement called Sturm ugd D rangd langu‘:ige fand S“bileas f?ke¥}fromlcomm01;1ife great passion. .|
] : L . " 1asg ring’), meaning “Storm an instead of upper-class life. They also turned to
‘ Revqlt Against Neoclassicism EE?;;?:;LS;;I:?: li{s():;::tlc. ™ L ::‘Iiued Feason, fop 5‘611:'; theglg;ding figures in this nature to stimulate their own t)lllinking and reflect YOUR TURN '
| Explain to students that neoclassical & ' ol Romapg which glorified nature, emotion, and on the relationship between the real and the ideal. Possible Response: The supernatural '
allowed Romantic writers to freely use

marked by an intense interest in
nature, individual experience,
and the imagination.

celebrated spon
feeling and freed
rules and conventi

was the writer Jobann Wolfgang von YOUR TURN Why do you think the Romantics found

e handsorrlle, brooding main character such strong inspiration in the natural world?
popular first novel, The Sorrows of

their imaginations.

writers modeled their works on those
of ancient Greece and Rome, which '

they believed contained universal truths I
; Srsal Romanticism was an artistic . While th 5 i ici
and rules of form important in writing. and intellectual movement that wrote ti (Lttleo o ¢r (1774), came to represent the French Romanticism The Romantic movement did tEl:‘eg hz:nﬁgli';all.‘ t;;:CI:;nBaTl?(IIIdS.: u\?vir;\tiI:Zi?'t
NE?C'&SSICI_HS' Stressef‘ balance, OEder, began in Europe in the late poetry irgl thy cr; o Romantic hero. Later movements in  not emerge in France until 1820. Profoundly sim ple langua }(’e and sub'ecl; matter
logic, ,soPh'St'c?tEd wit, and emotional 18th century and continued and witty saet'c'a jomanticism emphasized an interest in et AL G Tl o A dravl?/n lar. gel ?rom naturé and com-
LEStra]nt" ftoflusmg Odn soc:’ety and the well into the mid-19th century. Romanties wi-l;;c an exploration of the supernatural. Revolution, the French people called for “a new mon life §ep¥'es ented a sharp departure
uman intellect and avoiding pers Py : 4 g i i B i !
cal writers included Alexander Pope : e;sf regardlfng S o reatcn - own eXpEHES e supenatural? emotional poetry. niv:ﬂs and drim};sp reflected of the day. Though now considered a
Jonathan Swift, Samuel Johnson, and e S A b OTIL) s i e e o K th R e i en s dence frondthe raloatl cornerstone of England’s Romantic
. ) Germany, England, and France vidual’s experience with nature. cism_ Critics often mark the omanticism’s independence from the rules o , )
Voltaire., 2 e o The Wanderer Above the Sea of Clouds. i i i lassici i - k meusment, Lyr/cal Ballads was pralsed
In fact, many of the intensely emotional ~ (1818). Caspa David Friodrich neoclassical ¢ English Romantic age with the neoclassicism. Among his best-known works are bv onlv a handful of critics when it was
and imaginative qualities of Romantic ~ Hambure Kunschalle, Gesmany: i he poetry collection Lyrical Ballads ~ The Hunchback of Notre Dame (1831) and Les f'yt ybl' hed in 1798
The Bridgeman Art Library. rdsworth and Samuel Taylor Misérables (1862), both of which reveal Hugo’s ISP PR .

writing are evident in literature today. ;
¥ 1798. In his famous preface to Lyrical  interest in the suffering of common people. Other YOUR TURN

orth defined Romantic poetry as major French Romantics were the novelists Possible Response: The natural world

Neoclassical Writers Romantic Writ
ers T
. us overflow of powerful feelings. George Sand and Stendhal. :
> Stressed reason and intellect » Stressed emotions and imagination brought the Romantics closer to God
s ot o and the ideal.
) hle ive issues that concerned P Wrote about subjective experiences of ti g )
;..;sé!e_t_v..c_t_?z : l.:,v“e'.s’ Suc: as politics and religion  individual, such as desires, hopes, and for Reading: Romantic Literature e e S
espected the man-made institutions of church  » Appreciated nature in all its creative and L Victor Hugo felt that a poet should lea
__and state dzstructive forceusre nall s el the Romantic writers freely 4. Watch for elements of the exotic and the people, and his writing became
> Befieved n order n i thlngs ey Is.p.o.n.ta.né.i.fy.l. o uch subjects as life, death, love, :i:;rtn;t:rr:l ea:td think about what these ﬁfvertly political toward the end of his
» Maintained traditional standards » Believed in experimentati ' e.
sty i A s e perimentation
» Focused on adult concerns, primarily those of "> Reflected on t.ﬁe'expérie.r'lcé;'t;{&l"' i 0 m_aloud several times and 5. Monitor your reading strategies and modify Strategies for Reading
the ruling class unsophisticated societies, and com \ind devices. Think about what them when your understanding breaks down. Tell students that although Romantic
> Contrlled emotion, which was often expressed > Ceebrated intense passion and v o e e o paety may/seemold:{asnioned:
______ D o s 1o the extensive use of imagery e T N AL L U
> Followed formal rules and diction in poetry » Sought a more natural poetic form = language and try to visualize the ’ ) 5":" 0; Rdlt\/'duatl_ thou%ht(sj ant.j fetellngs,
a trend that continues to dominate

parisons being made.

contemporary poetry, fiction, art, and
song lyrics. As students read the selec-
tions in this part, ask them to compare
the topics and themes they encounter
with those found in contemporary
culture.
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